STOMA OR TRACHE COVERS
At the request of a respiratory therapist from Grady Hospital, I am asking you to knit (or crochet) little bibs from smooth, flesh-colored cotton yarn for patients who have had tracheotomies. Some of these people will have them permanently, and need some way to cover the opening, yet be able to breathe. Nothing that meets their need is on the market, and any that are acquired are treated like gold.  We have learned that often when a patient dies, the family returns them to the hospital to be given to someone else. They are small projects, easy and quick to make.  They should be about 6 - 7 inches square, with ties, or with ribbed neckbands that can be buttoned. 

Here is an easy pattern with a little shaping: 
Cast on 3" worth of stitches and either work in a non-curling stitch such as garter, seed, or moss, or work in stockinette stitch. with a garter border. 
Inc. at each end of every other row until 6" - 7|"wide and work even until 5" - 6" from beg.

Shape as for the neck of a pullover by working 1/4 of the st., binding off BD, 
then shaping the final 1/4 on each side by decreasing on the neck edge every other row until 1 st. remains. 
Use I-cord to edge the top and form ties, or even quicker, make a 12" crocheted chain, continue by working single crochet across the neck edge, and then crochet another 12" chain.

Use these pieces as a way to try out new patterns, either lace, cable, or multi colored. These are for women, men, and children, so use your creativity to make something wonderful!

You can return them to the Community Service table at the Guild meetings, drop them off at Needle Nook, or mail them to Julie Howell 1673 Executive Park Lane, NE, Atlanta, GA 30329.

. You have no idea how much they will be appreciated.  Thanks so much for helping.
